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Narrative description of how the institution determined the need for the program. For example, describe what
need this program will address and how the institution became aware of that need. If the program is replacing a
current program(s), identify the current program(s) that is being replaced by the new program(s) and provide
details describing the benefits of the new program(s). If the program will be offered in connection with, or in
response to, an initative by a governmental entity, provide details of that initiative.

Public Policy is a social scientific field of study in which the primary objective is the study of
government and administrative policy and how it affects the public and private sectors and is
in turn influenced by them. Key components of the field take place in an institutionalized,
organizational setting, but also interact with political and social considerations that may be less
formalized, and involve the question of how proposals, in both government and non-
government settings, are created, legitimized (such as getting them on to a public agenda),
formulated; implemented and evaluated. There are broad bureaucratic, political and social
implications, and it goes to the core of how and whether social problems can be addressed
and solved by government, nonprofit and business actors.

The public policy program has been distilled by faculty with broad and deep experience in
sociology, politics and public policy, and geography, in a bid to distill the department’s current
disparate range of degree programs into a single program that is both more serviceable and
easier to market. Department faculty have noted the continuing student interest in the Social
and Economic Development Policy degree, and advice from the admissions office of the
marketability of a public policy degree. Additionally, a Science, Technology and Society degree
launched in 2018-19 currently does not have sufficient faculty to service it nor sufficient
prospect of new hires to achieve viability and has not generated significant market interest.
That said, the STS program, SEDP program and the department’s other degree program, Global
Studies, all include specializations that fit well into a public policy framework, thanks to a
longstanding interest in the department in promoting programs that center on policy
questions.

Accordingly, the goal of launching the policy degree program is to stabilize and integrate
specializations in three key areas of study - urban and regional policy (derived from the SEDP
degree); international development policy (derived from both the SEDP and GS degrees); and
science and technology policy (derived from the STS degree) - centered upon a common core
curriculum, without generating excessive administrative overhead. The model of a single
degree with specializations better fits the department’s limited resources, while the packaging
of a public policy degree, as well as the broader choice of specializations for students within a
single degree program, enhance marketability.

Public policy as a degree field was, until recently, concentrated in graduate programs.

Since then, the market has moved significantly - according to U.S. News & World Report's Best
Colleges Rankings, 99 colleges and universities now offer a bachelor’s degree in public policy.
Of particular interest to Illinois Tech, these include Carnegie Mellon, Georgia Tech; Michigan
State; Rochester Institute of Technology and Virginia Tech among STEM-focused institutions;
and DePaul, Knox College, Northwestern, the University of Chicago, and the University of
lllinois-Springfield among Illinois institutions. This spread of universities, while significant, is as
noteworthy for its gaps as for those included, and accordingly we believe the market remains
ripe for early movers in the field if a decision is made now.



The program leverages lllinois Tech’s strengths and distinctiveness in part due to the faculty
and the location in Chicago, but also due to leveraging the university's curriculum. It has been
designed from the start to include a required minor, with the standard economics minor first
conceived for the SEDP degree supplemented with a wider range of options that makes use of
the university's strength in science, technology, computing and artificial intelligence,
engineering, and architecture. Combined with internship requirements and features such as
IPRO, the policy degree draws together established existing specializations into a single
program that directs students to integrate the theories and skills behind the study of public
policy in general with specializations, both in the degree and in the minor, that enable a strong
degree of application of that education by the standards of an undergraduate program.

Funding opportunities are also broadened through this transition. Public Policy falls into the
category of social, behavioral and economic sciences, a core mission of the National Science
Foundation (NSF) and a STEM-designated field. The NSF's Division of Social and Economic
Sciences covers many areas of interest in public policy, including decision, risk & management
sciences; economics; human networks & data science; methodology, measurement and
statistics; science and technology studies (STS); and the science of organizations. To take just
one example, within this field, the Law & Science Program, in its newly reorganized form for
2022, “considers proposals that address social scientific studies of law and law-like systems of
rules, as well as studies of how science and technology are applied in legal contexts.” These
include questions of crime, violence and policing; economic issues; the environment;
governance and the courts; legal and ethical issues related to science; and regulation.

Many of the undergraduate programs listed below are liberal arts type programs, while our
program emphasizes methodology, professional training and transferable skills in a STEM-
oriented undergraduate degree program. Therefore, with this program, Illinois Tech will be
able to attract students who wish to combine public policy with technical and scientific
degrees.

Selected existing programs

Carnegie Mellon

Second majors through the engineering school, one in engineering and public policy (for
students whose other major is engineering) and one in Science, Technology and Public Policy
(for students whose other major is not in engineering). STPP degree includes intro to EPP, an
EPP sophomore seminar, Microeconomics, at least one stats course; at least one decision
science elective, at least one technical writing course, at least three technology policy courses,
an applied methods class and two EPP projects for an equivalent of 33 credits.

University of Chicago

BA in Public Policy Studies, through the Harris School of Public Policy. (Equivalent credits used);
9 credits of Calculus/Stats required in the general education core; 15 credit core; 9 credit
specialization; 6 credit practicum; 3 credit capstone (thesis or project), 3.4 GPA threshold for
honors. Independent studies include internship, BA paper preparation and unrelated reading
and research. Joint degrees with Master’s in Public Policy (Harris); and MSCAPP (Computational
Analysis and Public Policy).

DePaul University
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bachelor's degree will be able to pursue graduate studies in related fields, such as business
administration, law, public policy, scientific and technical disciplines and related masters and
doctoral programs, or, with appropriate undergraduate internship experience, find work
directly in fields such as policy analysis, political advising, government administration, public
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tﬁ%(ﬁ}gg%gnd focus their training and broaden their perspective. In addition, in order to
provide a solid foundation in a scientific, technical or related field, the program requires a
minimum of 15 STEM-related credits beyond the core, in the form of a minor or STEM-related
coursework, from the College of Science, the College of Engineering, Industrial Technology &
PropgsednBulietinatiotryecurity, Business, or Architecture. Advisors will work with students
to assure that all three elements of the major (core courses, specialization, and STEM
Adoiss&ork) complement each other and are relevant to the career goals, interests and
Reptinetesrafeach student. The STEM content is also structured to be attractive to external
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understanding problems and challenges of public interest, as well as the opportunities for
addressing these in government, nonprofit, business and consultative settings. It also enables
study in how policies are developed and how politics and institutions of governance mediate
and implement policy. PP students study the interaction of politics, society, culture and
bureaucracy as well as management and leadership, and ultimately go on to careers that often
transform public policy and the organizations with which they are involved.
The degree combines coursework in the Social Sciences, Humanities and selected fields in
science and technology. This includes broad training in methodology as well as professional
development, with qualitative and quantitative research methods, Geographic Information
Systems, computational analysis as well as communication and a professional experience
through academically-supervised internship and a rigorous, research-based academic
capstone focusing on policy or program evaluation and analysis.

Course Requirements



Required Courses

Public Policy Requirements

LCHS 100 Introduction to the Professions
|SSCI TXX INTRODUCTION TO PUBLIC POLICYI |Course SSCI 1XXINTRODUCTION TO PUBLIC
POLICY Not Found|
|SSCI 1XX CITIZENSHIP AND DEMOCRACYI |Course SSCI XX CITIZENSHIP AND DEMOCRACY
Not Foundl
ECON 151 Microeconomics
PS 200 American Government
PS 332 Politics of Science and Technology
SSCI 209 Social Science Research Methods
SSCI 486 Planning, Fundraising, and Program Evaluation
SSCI 493 Public Service Internship
PS 408 Methods of Policy Analysis
Select one Theory course elective from the following:
SOC 301 The Social Dimension of Science
SOC 303 Science in Society
PHIL 304 Judgment and Decision-Making
SOC 362 Technology and Social Change
SOC 250 Introduction to Science, Technology, and Society
Select two Research Methods electives from the following:
SSCI 225 Introduction to Geographic Information Systems
SSCI 325 Intermediate Geographic Information Systems
COM 383 Social Networks
SSCI 381 Computational Social Science
SSCI 386 Qualitative Social Science Research Methods
SSCI 387 Fieldwork Methods
SSCI 389 Urban Planning Analysis
COM 435 Intercultural Communication
SSCI 480 Introduction to Survey Methodology

or additional research methods courses with adviser approval
Public Policy Specialization
Select (i) Science, Technology and Environmental Policy or (ii) Urban and Regional Policy or (iii) International
Policy. See Specializations tab for requirements.
Mathematics Requirements
Select two courses at the level of MATH 119 or above including PSYC 203 or BUS 221
Natural Sciences Requirements
See lllinois Tech Core Curriculum, section D
Computer Science Requirement
CS 105 Introduction to Computer Programming
or CS 110 Computing Principles
Minor Requirement

Minors will be selected in consultation with the program director/advisor based on the student’s interests and

goals and academic qualifications for successfully completing the required coursework.
Humanities and Social Science Requirements

w w w w w w w

w w w o

w w w w w

(15)
15

(6-7)

6-7
(11)

(21)


https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=LCHS%20100
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=ECON%20151
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=PS%20200
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=PS%20332
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=SSCI%20209
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=SSCI%20486
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=SSCI%20493
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=PS%20408
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=SOC%20301
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=SOC%20303
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=PHIL%20304
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=SOC%20362
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=SOC%20250
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=SSCI%20225
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=SSCI%20325
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=COM%20383
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=SSCI%20381
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=SSCI%20386
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=SSCI%20387
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=SSCI%20389
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=COM%20435
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=SSCI%20480
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=MATH%20119
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=PSYC%20203
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=BUS%20221
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/undergraduate/undergraduate-education/core-curriculum/#core_d
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=CS%20105
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/search/?P=CS%20110

See lllinois Tech Core Curriculum, sections B and C 21

Interprofessional Projects (6)
See lllinois Tech Core Curriculum, section E 6
Free Electives (22)
Select 22 credit hours 22
Total Credit Hours 112-
113

Program Outcomes and Assessment Process
What are the
learning goals for
this program?
Learning goal Courses/student work used to assess achievement of this
goal

Demonstrates understanding of major concepts  Selected assignment from LCHS 2XX
and theoretical principles in the field.

Demonstrates understanding of Selected assignment from LCHS 2XX
scholarly work.

Students will be able to describe and explain key  Selected assignment from LCHS 2XX
components of political, legal and social impacts

of institutions of governance in the public and

nonprofit sectors.

Students will show ability to define the challenges Selected assignment from LCHS 2XX
brought about by the interaction between

politics, culture, institutions and policy in

government and nonprofit settings as well as

their impact on the private sector.

Students will demonstrate that they can critically  Literature review assignment from upper level course in major
review theoretical explanations of policy core
problems and solutions.

Students will demonstrate their ability to justify Research-based assignment from any upper level course
evidence-based assumptions or taken for major
recommendations.

Students will be able to articulate and defend Written assignment from selected upper level course required
arguments that are clear, logical and substantive. for major.

Students will be able to disseminate and explain  Final paper for PS 408 OR SSCI 486 AND presentation on SSCI
research results in different formats. 493 internship


https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/undergraduate/undergraduate-education/core-curriculum/#core_b
https://bulletinnext.iit.edu/undergraduate/undergraduate-education/core-curriculum/#core_e

In what semesters
will the data be
collected to assess
this learning goal,
and by whom?
Undergrad program director will collect data at the end of each spring semester.

Provide the name

of the rubric that

will be used to

assess the extent to

which students are

achieving this

learning goal.
An appropriately revised version of the rubrics currently used for the Social and Economic
Development Policy major will be used, combined with the S-defined core learning goals.

How often and by
whom will the data
be analyzed? What
benchmarks or
targets will be used
to interpret your
results?

Annually.

Briefly describe the

process that will be

used to share the

results with faculty

and use these to

motivate program

improvement.
Assessment will be done by a subcommittee of the Social Sciences Curriculum Committee plus
an outside member. Data and findings will be uploaded to a Google Drive folder accessible by
all Social Sciences Department faculty. Results and recommendations will be examined by the
Social Sciences Curriculum Committee. Changes proposed on the basis of the findings will be
submitted to the Social Science faculty for approval.

Attach Additional
Assessment
Document(s)

Undergraduate Program Requirements

Undergraduate Degree Requirements



Minimum credit 128
hours

Specialization
required?
Yes

Notes about

specialization

requirement
Specialization (15 credits) - Choose one area of specialization, and take at least 5 courses,
following the requirements for the chosen specialization. Course substitutions or an alternative
specialization may be taken with advisor’s approval.

Minor required?
Yes

How many credit 15
hours are required
for the minor?

Details about the

minor requirement
A minor or the equivalent is required to provide a focused STEM component to the policy
major. Minors will be selected in consultation with the program director/advisor based on the
student’s interests and goals and academic qualifications for successfully completing the
required coursework. Typically, students will take a minor linked to their chosen specialization
within the major and their career goals and intellectual interests. Students transferring into the
public policy major from other Illinois Tech majors or other institutions may be approved for
substitution of a minimum of 15 credit hours of appropriate STEM coursework (above and
beyond Core Curriculum requirements). Students who enter lllinois Tech as public policy
majors may consult with the social sciences undergraduate program director about similar
substitutions as well. All such substitutions must be approved by the program director.

Proposed General Curriculum
Degree credit hours 128
required

Specialization 15
credit hour
requirement

List Major Course
Requirements
Introduction to the Profession (2 credits)
Core (30 credits)
SSCI 1XX: Introduction to Public Policy (adapted preparation, derived from PS306, Politics and Public Policy)
SSCI 1XX: Citizenship and Democracy (new preparation)
ECON 151: Microeconomics



PS 200: American Government and Politics
PS 332: Politics of Science and Technology
SSCI 209: Social Science Research Methods
SSCI 486: Planning, Fundraising and Program Evaluation
One additional theory course from the following
SOC 301: The Social Dimension of Science OR
SOC 303: Science in Society OR
PHIL 304: Judgment and Decision Making OR
SOC 362: Technology and Social Change OR
SOC 250: Introduction to Science, Technology and Society
Two additional research methods courses chosen from the following:
SSCI 225: Introduction to Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
SSCI 325: Intermediate GIS
COM 383: Social Networks
SSCI 385: Computational Social Science
SOC 386: Qualitative Social Science Research Methods
SOC 387: Fieldwork Methods
SSCI 389: Urban Planning Analysis
COM 435: Intercultural Communication
SSCI 480: Introduction to Survey Methodology
Specialization (15 credits) - Choose one area of specialization, and take at least 5 courses, following the
requirements for the chosen specialization. Course substitutions or an alternative specialization may be taken with
advisor's approval.
Internship OR upper-level STS elective (3 credits)
SSCI 493 OR
Upper-level STS elective
Capstone (3 credits)
PS 408 Seminar in Policy Analysis

List Mathematics
Requirements

IIT Core-Math (6-7 credits)
Including PSYC 203 OR BUS 221

List Science
Requirements
IIT Core-Science (10 credits)

List Computer
Science
Requirements

IIT Core-CS (2 credits)

List Humanities and
Social Sciences
Requirements

IIT Core-LCHS (21 credits)

List
Interprofessional



Project (IPRO) IIT Core-IPRO (6 credits)
Requirements

List Technical

Elective Course

Options
A minor or the equivalent is required to provide a focused STEM component to the policy major. Minors will be
selected in consultation with the program director/advisor based on the student’s interests and goals and academic
qualifications for successfully completing the required coursework. Typically, students will take a minor linked to
their chosen specialization within the major and their career goals and intellectual interests. Students transferring
into the public policy major from other lllinois Tech majors or other institutions may be approved for substitution of
a minimum of 15 credit hours of appropriate STEM coursework (above and beyond Core Curriculum requirements).
Students who enter lllinois Tech as public policy majors may consult with the social sciences undergraduate
program director about similar substitutions as well. All such substitutions must be approved by the program
director.

List Free Elective 15
Credit Hours (if
applicable)

Semester-by-

semester plan of

study for the

degree program
Semester 1
LCHS 100 Introduction to the Profession 2
ECON 151 Microeconomics
SSCI 1XX: Introduction to Public Policy
Math elective: MATH 130 or 148
Humanities 200-level course
Semester 1 total 14 cr
Semester 2
SSCI 1XX: Citizenship and Democracy 3
PS 200: American Government and Politics 3
Natural Science or Engineering Elective 1 3-4
Math elective: Psych 203 or Bus 221: Statistics 3-4
Major specialization elective 1 3
Semester 2 total 15-17 cr
Semester 3
SSCI 209: Social Science Research Methods 3
PS 332: Politics of Science & Tech 3
SOC 250 or 362 or 301 or 303 or PHIL304 3
Natural Science or Engineering Elective 2 3
Minor requirement 1 3
Major specialization elective 2 3
Semester 3 total 18 cr

ww w W



Semester 4

CS1050r 110 2

Research methods elective 1 3

Natural Science or Engineering Elective 3 3-4

Humanities elective (300+) 1 3

Minor requirement 2 3

Major specialization elective 3 3

Semester 4 total 17-18 cr

Semester 5

SSCI 486: Planning, Fundraising and Program Evaluation 3
Social Sciences Elective (300 +) 1 3
Major specialization elective 4 3
Minor requirement 3 3
Free elective 1 3
Semester 5 total 15 cr

Semester 6

Research methods elective 2 3

Major specialization elective 5 3

Humanities elective (300+) 2 3

IPRO elective 1 3

Minor requirement 4 3

Free elective 2 3

Semester 6 total 18 cr

Semester 7

PS 408: Methods of Policy Analysis 3

IPRO elective 2 3

Social Sciences Elective (300+)2 3

Minor requirement 5 3

Free elective 3 3

Semester 7 total 15¢r
Semester 8

SSCI 493: Public Service Internship 3
Social Sciences Elective (300 +) 3 3
Humanities 3XX or Social Science 3XX elective 3
Free elective 4 3
Free elective 5 3
Semester 8 total 15cr

Specialization

To which degree does this specialization / concentration apply?

Title of Specialization / Concentration



Specialization in Science, Technology and Environmental Policy

How many credit hours are required for this specialization / concentration?
15

Can credit hours be shared between specialization / concentration and major
requirements?

No

List specialization/concentration courses, including any required choices from formal course groups. Please include
the credit hour minimums for all course categories.

Required Courses (6)

PS 306 Politics and Public Policy 3
or PS 313 Comparative Public Policy
SSCI 378 Innovation Policy 3

Elective Courses (9)

Select three of the following courses:
PS 306 Politics and Public Policy 3

or PS 313 Comparative Public Policy

PS 329 Environmental Politics/Policy 3
PS 338 Energy Policy 3

PS 360 Global Political Economy 3

or PS 388 International Law and Orgs
SSCI 204 States, Markets, and Society 3
SSCI 318 Global Health 3

SSCI 320 Accidents/Disasters/Security 3

To which degree does this specialization / concentration apply?

Title of Specialization / Concentration

Specialization in Urban and Regional Policy

How many credit hours are required for this specialization / concentration?
15

Can credit hours be shared between specialization / concentration and major
requirements?

No



List specialization/concentration courses, including any required choices from formal course groups. Please include
the credit hour minimums for all course categories.

PS 214 State and Local Government 3
SSCI 354 Urban Policy 3
SSCI 355 Regional Economic Development 3

Elective Courses (6)

Select two of the following: 6

HIST 350 US Urban History 3

HIST 352 History of Chicago 3

PS 373 East Asian Political Economy 3
PS 374 Politics of Europe 3

SSCI 220 Global Chicago 3

SSCI 376 Global Migration 3

To which degree does this specialization / concentration apply?

Title of Specialization / Concentration

Specialization in International Policy

How many credit hours are required for this specialization / concentration?
15

Can credit hours be shared between specialization / concentration and major
requirements?

No



List specialization/concentration courses, including any required choices from formal course groups. Please include
the credit hour minimums for all course categories.

Required Courses (9)

PS 230 International Relations 3

PS 388 International Law and Orgs 3
SSCI 318 Global Health 3

or SSCI 376 Global Migration

or SSCI 380 International Development

Elective Courses (6)

Select two of the following: 6

PS 372 Govt and Politics in Africa 3

PS 373 East Asian Political Economy 3

PS 374 Politics of Europe 3

PS 375 Politics of Latin America 3

SSCI 220 Global Chicago 3

SSCI 323 Problems of Multi-Ethnic/Relig 3
SSCI 376 Global Migration 3

Reviewer

Comments
Patty Johnson Winston (winston) (03/27/23 10:42 am): Rollback: Please schedule an appointment with the
Director of Academic Writing and Curricula, Pat Johnson-Winston, PhD (winston@iit.edu), to review, correct,
and clarify the CIM proposal formatting and course selection.

Key: 618



